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The visit of Professor Parmanand and the welcome given to him are
an indication of the desire of the community to have in its midst more
Indians of culture and education. It is to be hoped that, in the near
future, this will be translated into action, and that there will be a concen-
trated effort to supply from within the educational needs of the community.

The retrospect is gloomy enough, and yet it is not without relieving
features. Attempts to degrade the community by establishing the princi-
ple of compulsory segregation, although often renewed, have hitherto failed.
There has been, on the part of the Press, greater willingness to ventilate
Indian grievances. The question of Indian volunteering, first started by
us, has been favourably received by it.

The revelations regarding the condition of indentured Indians, be-
fore the Prisons Commission in Natal, have received some publicity from
the Natal Press, and though these are incidents which, by themselves,
signify very little, they unmistakably point to the fact that the community
has to proceed along the lines laid down by it when the struggle first
commenced, namely, to continue it with reasonableness, as acknowledged
by Lord Selborne, with patience, and yet with persistence.

Indian Opinion, 30-12-1905

184. THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY
We wish to call the attention of the responsible authorities to certain
draft Ordinances that are published in the Orange River Colony Govern-
ment Gazette for the 15th December, 1905, and to certain Town Regu-
lations. The first Ordinance is entitled "to amend the Laws relating
to Passes'*, and it requires every male Coloured person to hold a pass for
a certain period, renewable from time to time. Another Ordinance is
"to regulate and control the procuring and engaging of coloured people
to do work or labour within or beyond1 the borders of the Orange River
Colony". The method, according to which the framers' of the Ordinance
would "procure" Coloured labour, is by licensing labour agents, who may
employ "runners or messengers to procure, ply, or seek for coloured la-
bourers35. The messengers are to hold 5/- permits. There are sections
governing the issue of licences to such labour agents, and the usual safe-
guard against abuse of such licences or misrepresentations by labour agents.
It has, we suppose, become a recognised thing in South Africa for such la-
bour agents to be appointed for "inducing Kaffirs to work". Some call
such a system a gentle coaxing; others call it a modified form of forced
labour. We cannot question the policy that has been sanctioned for a
long time, and its criticism does not lie within our domain. Unfortunately,
the term "Coloured person" is, in the Orange River Colony, interpreted
invariably to mean "all coloured persons, who, in accordance with laws
or customs, are called Coloured persons, or are treated as such, of what-
soever race or nationality they may be". It, therefore, includes Asiatics,